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The season of advent has
begun and we as Christians
prepare the way for Jesus'
coming. It is a time to
think of how Jesus guides
our daily lives and how we
must try to model his life in
all that we do. There are
many diversions that can
take us off our focus and,
when those distractions get
in the way, you are encour-
aged to take some time to
re-direct your thinking and
reflect on the “reason for
the season." We hope that
you can join us for our Ad-
vent Celebration on Friday,
December 18 @ 10:30
a.m.

This Thursday and Friday
parents and students alike
will celebrate learning at
Holy Cross by attending
parent-teacher interviews.
As the government's Guide
to Education note,
"...parents are the primary
educators of their chil-
dren,” thus discussing a
child's progress is an im-
perative component of the

learning process. We at
Holy Cross believe that set-
ting high expectations for
our students will lead to
their fulfillment as 21st
century learners.

At the Junior High level we
will celebrate those who
put forth an exemplary and
consistent effort through-
out the first term at a re-
ception this coming Thurs-
day. Letters were sent to
students and families for
those who attained honour
roll with distinction, honour
roll and ultimate achiever
roll status. If you are un-
able to attend the inter-
views, you are encouraged
to contact the teachers
that your child works with
in order tfo gain further
clarification about your
child's progress.

Our elementary students
continue to impress in many
ways, both academically and
virtuously, as recognized by
our monthly, Crusaders of
the Month. Each month a

new virtue is selected
and focused upon while
building upon the previ-
ous months. In Sep-
tember it was friend-
ship; in October caring
for others; and in No-
vember it was responsi-
bility. For the month of
December we will focus
on forgiveness.

We close by wishing you
and your family a Merry
Christmas and a blessed
New Year. Thank you
to those parents who
continue fo  support
Holy Cross in so many
positive ways through
many activities. We
welcome your feedback
as we enter 2010.

Merry Christmas,

Mr. N. OFlaherty
Principal
Mrs. A. Corah

Vice Principal
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Important Dates
January

© Dec 3 & 4—Parent-Teacher Inter-
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Dec 3—Werestling Meet

Dec 7—School Council Meeting

Dec 16—Christmas Concert 7:00 p.m.

Dec 18—Advent Celebration 10:30 am

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.

Come and behold him,

Born the King of Angels!

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord.

Merry Christmas
GesEende Kersfees
Een Plesierige Kerfees
Rehus-Beal-Ledeats
Idah Saidan Wa Sanah
Jadidah
Feliz Navidad y PrOspero
Ao Nuevo
Joyeux Noel
Maligayan Pasko!
Maligayamg Pasko.
Masaganang Bagong Taon
Chung Mung Giang Sinh

in December/

what



News from Grade 2ii Ms. Robertson and Ms. Roxas

To honour the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Grade 2's are working hard in preparation of our Advent Cele-
bration. We would like to invite parents, families and friends of Holy Cross to share in this celebration of our
Lord, December 18, at 10:30 a.m.

Miss Robertson and Miss Roxas look forward to seeing you and your child(ren) at our Student Led Interviews,
December 3rd & 4th. Come and see the learning that takes place in our classroom! Please contact the wonderful
ladies at the front office for an interview time.

if\”
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News from Ms. Tomaszewski

Grade 7 Drama

Students are working on their mono-
logues for their mock auditions.
Their goal is to create a strong char-
acter and present a solo piece to a
panel of executive producers (Ms.
Tomaszewski and two of their peers).
Auditions will take place on Decem-
ber 2, 2009.

Grade 8 & 9 Drama

Students are beginning their improvi-
sation tournament. Students will
work in feams and go head-to-head
with each class competing in a variety
of theater games. The winners of

the improv tournament will go down
in Holy Cross history as Champions!

Grade 8 Religion

Students have completed their first
District Project, where they dis-
cussed how the fruits and gifts of
the Holy Spirit will help them suc-
ceed in life. They are currently
working on Unit 3: We believe in one
Catholic and Apostolic church.

Their unit exam will occur before
they leave for Christmas vacation.

6rade 4 & 5 FSL:
Students have completed the

News from Ms.Borromeo

Grade 7 Social Studies

School unit, and for the month of
December will be learning about
Christmas. Students in Grade 4 will
be learning a French song to per-
form at the Christmas Concert. All
students will have the opportunity
to learn about this exciting time of
year in a different language and
from the perspective of a different
culture!

Currently, the students are comparing the similarities and differences between the French and British colonies that
claimed land and valuable resources in North America. They are focusing on New France; the first permanent Euro-
pean foothold that played a significant role in the development of our country. The students will write their Chapter

3 Test on December 15th.
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News from Ms. Tomaszewski , conot

Grade 6 FSL Grade 7 FSL

Students finished their unit on Food and Healthy Eating. After a lot of hard work, students have just com-
They will be working on Sports and Activities for a few pleted a major project. You should be seeing the
weeks, before switching focus to learn about the Holi- results of that project soon! Students will be learn-
day Season. They will continue with Sports and Activi- ing about Christmas throughout the month of De-
ties in the new year for a few weeks. cember in order to prepare for the holiday season.

Ask them to share a few words with you about the
Christmas season in French!

"}}Qﬂ or
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Mr. Tymchuk Grade 7 and Grade 8 Math

Grade 7 Math students have been busy designing the layout of an airport. Not only do they have to plan where all
the runways, buildings, and taxi lanes go, but they also have to use geometrical ideas such as parallel and perpen-
dicular lines, perpendicular bisectors , angle bisectors, and parallelograms.

Grade 8 students have just finished a unit on the Pythagorean Relationship. If you forgot what a®+ b?*= c?means,
ask, and they can show you! As well, fwo of the Grade 8 classes are learning about investing and the stock market
through Junior Achievement. They are competing against other Holy Cross students, as well as students from all

over Western Canada, in a stock market competition.
@
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Mr. Tymchukds ORide to Conquer C

On June 26 and 27, 2010, T will be participating in the AT lunchtime on Tuesday, December 1, 2009, I

Ride to Conquer Cancer, which is a 200km bike ride shaved my head for cancer in front of staff and stu-
through the Alberta Rockies. My dents. I am enjoying the winter breeze flow over

fundraising goal for this ride is and around my exposed stubble! ©

$10,000. Currently, staff and
students at Holy Cross School
have generously donated almost
$500 for this event. Thank you
everyone who has helped me with
this cause!
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News from Ms. Boechler

Science 7 & 8 Update
Hello Everyonel!

Our science lab has been busy with
activities, labs, videos, and exams in
the past few weeks. The Grade 7
classes just finished up their first
major unit, Interactions and Ecosys-
tems. Now we are moving onto a
really exciting unit called Structures
and Forces and hope to learn a lot
about environmentally-friendly build-
ing opportunities, as well as having an
architect, engineer, and construction
crew visit our classroom. We will be
participating in an activity through
Ecoleague involving the building of a
miniature hydro-electric dam!

The Grade 8 classes also just finished
up their first major unit on the Mix
and Flow of Matter. We learned a lot
about chemistry and fluids. Now it's
on to a unit on Cells and Systems. We
will be learning a lot about how the
human body, and even the bodies of
other creatures, workl We hope to be
visited by some medicine students
from the University of Calgary.

Parents and students can visit Miss
Boechler's new blog at
http://missboechler.blogspot.com.
She will try to keep updates on home-
work, major projects, and exams, as

well as of fer some fun websites, facts,

videos and pictures related to

News from Ms. Borromeo

science. Feel free to com-
ment, ask questions, and give
suggestions.

Looking forward to seeing
everyone at interviews!

6rade 7 Religious Studies

The students are reflecting upon the meaning of being loved and the variety of ways love is demonstrated. God

"the Father” is not subject to the weakness and limitations of human parents. God's love is the most ideal love that
we can imagine from a parent. Through a series of different projects and written assignments, students will articu-
late the church’s belief that God's love goes far beyond human limitations.

The Forest Lawn Club (Boys and Girls Clubs of Calgary)

The Forest Lawn Club provides many great, fun and exciting programs for kids ages 3—12! Some of the new pro-
grams being offered starting in January include:

Soccer
Homework Help
Hip Hop

Jr. Basketball

Tang Soo Do (karate)

=A =4 =4 =4 4 -4 -4 A -

Hockey.

Licensed Out of School Care from Monday to Friday
Afterschool Drop in from Monday o Friday

Jump Math (math support for grades 5 and 6)

We are also offering teen programs such as Teen Great Escapes, Routes, Girls on the Move and Senior Floor

Membership is required to participate in programs along with a very minimal fee. We are always accepting new
memberships. Please contact the Forest Lawn Club to register at 403-543-9669 or boysandgirlsclubsofcalgary.ca
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Grade 9 Science with Mr. Bothwell

Students have completed Unit A: Biological Diversity, and are currently transitioning to Unit B: Matter and
Chemical Change. During this unit, we will investigate properties of matter, the periodical table of elements and
numerous chemical reactions. Students will participate in interactive laboratory activities fo witness the effects of

chemical reactions and their products.

6rade 9 Religion with Mr. Bothwell

As we approach the Advent Season, students are currently working in Unit 3: Be Faithful. We are researching
different "Persons of Faith" throughout history and conducting interviews in our community of people who embody
Catholic faith. Students will also create prayers fo be submitted for our 50th Anniversary, as well as Calgary

Catholic's 125th Anniversary.

News from Mr. Britten

The g¢r a drest@dyisg and comparing the different
types of economic systems. Our students are learning why
governments make widely differing decisions in addressing
the universal issue of scarcity, in attempts to improve the
quality of life of their citizens. They understand how eco-
nomic decision-making impacts our daily lives and are think-
ing critically about which system they believe to be most
effective. Last week the grade 9's participated in 2 simula-
tions in which they were involved in producing cars. Inthe
first, they created their dream cars, from start to finish.
In the second simulation, they had factory jobs on an as-
sembly line. They then compared the different ways in
which capitalists manage the means of production, and
evaluated the merits of each process.
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The Gr a dae Hednstudying the rise of hu-
manism in Renaissance Europe and the renewed in-
terest in ancient Roman and Greek teachings, dur-
ing that era. Students are finding correlations be-
tween worldviews in modern North America and
those of the Western Europeans following the end
of the Middle Ages. Renaissance humanists empha-
sized the importance of education and citizenship
and thus provided the origins for core modern so-
cietal values. Through their self discover project,
our grade 8's are reflecting upon the blessings
which humanists understood to be the unique char-
acteristics that make us the most revered of all
God's creations.
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http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/Chemistry&image=25-07-07_01.jpg&img=18&tt
http://www.chemistrypictures.org/v/chemistry-pictures/flasks.jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/Chemistry&image=24-07-07_12.jpg&img=24&tt
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Christia
https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/register.d

Information on HIN1 influenza virus

The Calgary Catholic School District website, www.cssd.ab.ca., has information regarding HIN1 influenza virus,
symptoms, clinics and hours, and a direct link fo the Alberta Health Services website. When you log onto the Cal-
gary Catholic School District website, scroll down to Information for Parents RE: HINI influenza virus. This will
give you all the information you need to know about what the school district is doing to prevent the spread of the
virus in your child's school. If you scroll down to the bottom of this page, you can click on a number of links to web-
sites such as:

8§ Alberta Health Services 8§ Alberta Education

8§ HIN1 Symptoms Decision Chart 8§ World Health Organization (WHO)
§ Influenza (the Flu) What can you do? §

8§ Public Health Agency of Canada

Dates, Reminders, Upcoming Events
December 2009

December 3—Parent/Teacher Interviews 4—7 p.m.

December 3- Wrestling Meet in the big gym

December 4- Parent/Teacher Interviews all day, 8:30 a.m—11:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
December 7—School Council Meeting—6:30 p.m.

December 10—6rade 4 class—Shepherd Landfill Field Trip at 9:30 a.m., return at 1:30 p.m.

December 14—Elementary Students—Jubilee Auditorium Children's Christmas Play Field Trip at 8:45
a.m., return at 11:30 a.m.

w W W W W w

December 16—Christmas Concert at 6:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m.
December 18—Advent Celebration at 10:30 a.m.
December 23—Christmas Holiday begins—Dismissal @ 11:25 a.m.

w w

From the Office

Please call in any absences or lates to the main office at 403-500-2033. This ensures student safety and fa-
cilitates attendance on a daily basis as staff members are required to contact parents of children who do not
arrive at school without a parent phone call. It isimportant that you call the school. Thank you in advance for
your support. The office requests that students and parents please make arrangements in the morning (before
school) in regards to students being picked up or if they are to walk home.

We also request that parents make every effort to not phone the office to leave messages for their child(ren).
Try to make arrangements the night before school starts when possible.

The office staff greatly appreciates your cooperation.

We hope you have a wonderful Christmas season and wish all the best to you in the new year.

5 X
Season’s K
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The Counsell ords Corner
By S. Hudson

If there are any Grade 9 students interested in attending Bishop Carroll High School, there will be an information
session:

BISHOP CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL
Information Nights
December 9, 2009 or January 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Junior High School Visits
December 14—17, 2009
9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Open House
Thursday, February 25th, 2010
9:30 a.m.—3:15 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
4624 Richard Road S.W.
Calgary, AB
403-500-2056
Www.bishopcarroll.ca

Mrs. S. Hudson—Counsellor

Dylan Tetraultii CT / Resource / AISI Tech Lead

Hello. My name is Dylan Tetrault. I have been a teacher at Holy Cross for 3 years now, working with different
school departments such as ESL, Resource, and Jr. High Computers. This year a portion of my role is to lead a hew
AISI project at Holy Cross School called the Junior High Student Engagement Through Technology project. The
following is a general overview of the District wide project and the AIST Teacher's role.

The Junior High AIST project will focus on the purposeful use of digital technologies/ICT's in 43 Junior High
Schools across the district to increase student engagement, self-directed learning and student performance for
all students. The school-based professional development in this project will aim to advance effective use of tech-
nology specifically for independent learning in order to support diverse learners using backward planning also known
as the Understanding by Design (UbD) framework (Wiggins, 6 & McTighe J., 2005). Moreover, schools will focus on
meaningful use of existing digital technologies in the school, including laptops, projection systems, interactive
whiteboards, response systems, audio/video recorders and other digital peripherals, in support of teaching and
learning for all learners through UbD.

Desire2Learn, also referred to as D2L, is a web based technology which will be phased in over three years in all the
junior high schools in the District in order to collaboratively design, share and critique units of inquiry as part of
the UbD framework. Teachers will also begin sharing lessons and exemplars of UbD within Desire2Learn in order
to develop accessible digital learning resources for all junior high students.

Each school will have an ATST technology teacher (ICT peer coach) that will train, coach and support other teach-
ers at the school to effectively integrate UbD and digital technologies, including D2L, in learning and teaching pro-
grams to maximize student learning. Embedded professional development will be tailored by the school-based
AISI technology teacher and school administrators in each school to plan for diverse school needs.

If you would like more information about this project and how it is being implemented at Holy Cross School, please
feel free to contact me at the school.
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HOLY CROSS RECYCLES!II EVEN MORE NoOw!ll

As Christmas time approaches, many thoughts turn to spending time with family, sharing, and helping each other in
the community. Recycling plays a large role in helping our school community.

Over the last few months, Holy Cross has furthered its commitment to helping to erase our “carbon footprint” to
ensure that future generations enjoy a clean environment.

A big thank you goes out to Mr. O'Flaherty for introducing the extra blue boxes that Mr. Franco installed around
the school to "catch” those extra bottles that might have ended up in our landfills.

As well, we are now able to recycle all paper, newspaper, AND cardboard at our school, Again, thanks to Mr.
O'Flaherty for ordering the new bins for bottles, paper and cardboard!l!

Ms. Lee, Ms. Smyth, and Ms. Visser's classes continue to lead our school as "Environmental Ambassadors”, and their
efforts are much appreciated by all.

Wh at can your family do to help erase their

The City of Calgary offers Calgarians many options. Christmas Tree recycling drop off sites are offered after
Christmas, which ensures that instead of sending your tree to the landfill, it will be shredded and made into mulch,
which can be used around city parks.

The City of Calgary will also pick up your Christmas tree from your home on January 9th and 16th during their
regular garbage pick-ups.

Wishing you all a very Merry "Green” Christmas!

Ms. Lee, Ms. Smyth, Ms. Visser
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